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Monthly Meetings 
 

We are a very friendly Society, formed 45 years ago, who always look forward 
to welcoming new visitors, who we hope, will become new members after a few 
visits. 
Our members share a wealth of gardening experience with each other, some of us 
are new to gardening and are looking for advice, others enjoy the company. 
We are all amateurs, who enjoy learning from each other, so do come along and 
join us. Our yearly programme of speakers and subject detail can be found on 
our website. 
 
 
 
 
 

www.fanddhs.org.uk 
 
 

You will find a host of information on our website including; 
 
 
How to join                    Society Newsletters          Meeting Reports 
 
 
Members shows          AGM Reports                     Outings information 
 
 
 
 
Venue and Speakers 
 
We meet in the West room of Avonway Community Centre, 36 Shaftesbury 
Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1JF on the last Monday of the month, unless that 
happens to be a Bank Holiday in which case we meet a week earlier. The 
meeting begins at 7.30pm when we enjoy various entertaining speakers who use 
colourful pictures to demonstrate their subject. The speaker is chosen to appeal 
to as wide an audience as possible on a range of gardening topics. Members 
questions to the speaker are always invited at the end of the talk. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fanddhs.org.uk/


Table plant sales 
 
Stocked by members using their surplus plants, the items for sale can also 
include fruit and vegetables and any unwanted gardening items in good 
condition. Profits help to generate income for the Society. 
As a general rule, members donating items should remove any unsold at the end 
of the evening. 
 
 
Outings 
 
One event that members really look forward to is the annual coach outing. It 
takes place around June every year, to a variety of interesting gardens. We 
usually try to include a venue with catering facilities for lunches or afternoon 
teas and of course you have the choice to bring your own. 
 
 
Monthly Show Competition 
 
Members can enter a competition each month of a flower or vegetable with the 
subject for each month in the Membership card. This is a fun activity for 
members with no hard and fast rules – for example there is no mandatory size of 
vase to be used, and members may or may not wish to include foliage to enhance 
their flower stem. 
Points and Garden Gift Vouchers are awarded for 1st 2nd and 3rd plus one point 
for entering. 
A trophy is awarded at the end of the year for the member with the highest 
number of points.  
 
 
 Members Only Spring and Summer Shows 
 
Held at our March and June meetings this is a relaxed fun event. The committee 
produce a list of flowers, vegetables and cakes for members to choose from to 
exhibit, which are then displayed on tables for a qualified judge to inspect. Prize 
cards and rosettes are awarded to the 1st 2nd and 3rd winners and Society Trophies 
are awarded to overall winners. It is a very enjoyable and interesting evening in 
an informal atmosphere and members new to this show stand as much chance as 
anyone else to win, while at the same time gaining experience and knowledge. 
 
 



Monthly Raffle 
 
Prizes are supplied by the Society, although members are welcome to contribute 
unwanted gifts etc.  
 
 
Magazines – a selection of the Royal Horticultural Society and gardening 
magazine which are packed with information and tips, are available each month 
for members to borrow and return. 
 
 
 
Refreshments 
 
Co-ordinated by a committee member, volunteers serve tea and coffee at every 
meeting. More volunteers would be most welcome. A charge of 50p is made for 
a hot drink and biscuits. 
 
 
Plant Sales 
 
This successful event is organised by the committee to raise funds for our 
Society and takes place on two Saturday mornings in May in Fordingbridge car 
park next to the Library. 
Plants and vegetables are donated by our members and we also purchase bedding 
plants from a wholesaler. 
Members volunteer to man the stall from 9am to 12.30pm. 
 
 
 
Subscriptions and Newsletters 
 
Our yearly subscription entitles you to free entry to all meetings, an experienced 
speaker each month and a discount from two local nurseries. 
 
The Society Newsletter is distributed five times a year by email and hard copies 
containing photographs, information for members, top gardening tips, outings, 
garden reviews, speaker information and diary dates. Please visit our website to 
review past Newsletters. 

 


